Sept enber 27, 1999
DT- 99- 036

VEMORANDUM

TO Desi gnated Agency Ethics O ficials and
1999 Annual Conference Attendees

FROM Barbara A. Miul |l en-Rot h
Associ ate Director for Education
and Program Servi ces

SUBJECT: | deas for the 2000 Annual Governnent Ethics Conference

Thanks to all of you who took tine to conplete an eval uation
formfor the 1999 Annual Government Ethics Conference recently held
in WIIlianmsburg, Virginia. According to the evaluation forns
submitted, this past conference was very well received, despite the
fact that it was cut short because of hurricane Floyd.

It is never too early to start planning for a conference.
Whi | e t houghts about the recent conference are still fresh in your
mnd, | would like to solicit your ideas about next year’s
conference. In particular, |I would Iike to know what topics you
woul d i ke to see covered, both in concurrent sessions as well as
by pl enary speakers, your willingness to participate in a session
or suggestions of individuals who mght be willing to participate.
Pl ease use the attached proposal form to submt your ideas and
suggesti ons.

In addition to proposals for topics and speakers, | would |ike
to solicit your thoughts on the following two comments we have
received consistently over the years.

1. Handouts. Every year we receive questions about why we do
not provide handouts fromeach session to all attendees. The
primry reason has been that because the conference is so
dependent on the ethics conmunity nmenbers’ willingness to take
tinme from al ready overl oaded schedul es to prepare sessions,
the Ofice of Governnent Ethics (OGE) has been reluctant to
put additional pressure on the volunteers to have their
mat erial prepared by a specific date, well in advance of the
conference, to ensure that 500 copies can be made.

If you were a participant in a concurrent session, would you
be willing to provide your materials a nonth i n advance of the
conference? Wat could OGE do to hel p you neet this deadline?
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2. Repeat Sessions. Each year we al so receive questions as
to why the key sessions are not repeated. Again, because the
conference is dependent on the willing participation of the
ethics community to conduct the concurrent sessions, and nost
of these individuals are paying registrants to the conference,
OGE has been reluctant to ask themto give up attendi ng nore
than one round of concurrent sessions so that they could
conduct a sessi on.

If you were a participant in a concurrent session, and a
paying registrant to the conference, would you be willing to
conduct your session twi ce over the course of the conference?
Wuld it make a difference if we offered an additional round
of concurrent sessions (six instead of five)? What el se could
OCGE do to facilitate the repeating of key sessions?

Pl ease use the attached proposal formto provide your thoughts
and comments on these two questions. Your input wll be very
val uabl e as we begin to plan for next year.

For your information, OCGE is working on scheduling as many of
t he cancel ed sessions fromthis year’s conference i n the Washi ngton
area as possible over the next several nonths. Additionally, we
are attenpting to obtain as nmany copi es of the handout naterials as
possible, in electronic fornmat, to put on a special section of the
OGE Wb site. If you have any of these materials in electronic
format, please submt themby E-mail, preferably in text format, to
either Tonda King at tgking@age.gov or Barbara Millen-Roth at
bamul | en@ge. gov. Watch for DAEQgranms announci ng the schedul ed
sessions and the availability of materials.

Thanks again to all of you for your support of this
conference. 1t’s because of your efforts that the conference has
enjoyed nine years of success. Let’s nmke the tenth Annual

Government Ethics Conference the best one yet!

At t achnent



